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It follows therefore that, so far at least as our
own ideas of what appears suitable may be a guide,
the prospect of attainment of a condition in which
man's capacity for continued progress shall not be
cut short by a death of some sort, is dependent
upon the development of a character here of such
kind as to lead in the desired direction under altered
and, as yet, unknown conditions.

I say, under altered and unknown conditions.
For we are not to think of a future condition of
being as if it were merely a continuation of the
present; as if we recovered from a faint and then
went on just under the same conditions as before.
Truly, such a supposition would be disheartening,
and might well lead us to despair of ever attaining
to such a moral condition as we have supposed. For
even the best men are far from having reached that
condition of full harmony between what they do and
what they feel they ought to do that we have been
considering. The prospect of a battle always to be
maintained, victory never won, is not an inspiriting
one, not one calculated to sustain the soldier in his
conflict

How that brighter condition at which I have
hinted is to be brought about, is a question which it
lies beyond the power of natural theology to answer.
Yet some consolation may be derived from considera-
tions which show that we might expect it to lie